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- The MAILING DATE of this communlcatiQn appears on the cover sheet with the correspondencB address- 
Mi daims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON TVIE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously maHed), a Notice of Allowance {PTOL-85) or other appropriate communicatJon will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILmr IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the Initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 , g] "This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on 10/16/2001 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) Is/are Jtg. 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 10 February 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is nnade of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.5.C. § 1 1 9(aHd) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certrfied copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

Intemafonal Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) Q The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. O Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 



Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION {PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficienL 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ induding changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed draviring correctfon filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ induding changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the top margin (not the back) 
of each sheet The drawings should be fTled as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draflsperson. 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL nnust be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL f^TERIAL 
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4^ Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No.2 . 
6|3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
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EXAMI1VER»S AMENDMENT 
1. An examioer's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later tlian the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Lawrence Eisen (Reg. # 41,009) on 30 October 2001 . 
The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 
Claim 3: 

hi claim 3, change "cylindrical in shape" to -a can-shaped container-. 



Claim 4; 

In claim 4, line 1, bef^ 



e "claimed" change "a" to -as-. 



In the replacem ent ab stra ct on page 3 of the amen dment filed on 1 0/1 6/01 r 
In line 1 , before "includes", infeert -cathode-. 
In line 5, change "lest" to -least^ 



IN THE TITLE: 

Please change the title to / 

--A METAL- AIR CELL HAVTNG AN AD.TUSTABLE /iR INLET- 
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2. The following is an exaniiiier's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention claims a metal-air ceU having a container with a spring disposed on 
an upper interior surface of the container such that when the spring is conipressed, an air inlet is 
foraicd to introduce air for clectrocheniical reaction and when the spring is expanded, the air is 
obstructed. 

The closest prior art of record. Derkscn (USP 2.468,430) discloses a spring that is used to 
hold the battery and lamp in place in a battery case and a push button is provided on the battery 
case to allow oxygen into the battery case without movement of the spring but does not disclose, 
teach or suggest that the spring expands or is compressed with flic application of a force or 
removal of a force, respectively. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to examiner Susy Tsang, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (703) 305-0588. The 
examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday through Friday fi-om 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the cxaminca-'s 
supervisor, Gabrielle Brouillette, Ph.D.can be reached at (703) 308-0756. The phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-5900. 
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Alt Unit: 1745 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-93 10 for regular commumcations and (703) 872-93 1 1 for After-Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-066 1 . 

St/30 October 2001 




GABRIELLE BROUILLETTE 
SUPERVISORY fmm EXAMINER 
TCCHN0L0GYCENO1700 



